SITUATION REPORT No 10 (SITREP No 10)
“BUTCHER’S PAPER” RAID (URGENT!! URGENT!!)
SITUATION

1. This is an URGENT request for your involvement.

2. As you know the Prime Minister has called for an urgent meeting of Caucus, plus all the Government’s backbenchers, to attend a meeting next Sunday, 5 February 2012.

3. Apparently they are going to list all their concerns on butcher’s paper.

4. This is a perfect opportunity to ensure that our demands are considered and are listed on their butcher’s paper lists.

MISSION

To ensure that our demands are listed by Caucus and the ALP backbenchers on their “Butcher’s Paper” list.

EXECUTION

General Outline:

· We are after volume, not lengthy, detailed submissions.

· We must get hundreds of emails and, preferably, short, succinct letters to our local ALP politicians, including the ALP Senators, especially to those ALP Members in marginal seats. (For a list of these members go to the website: http://www.aph.gov.au/Senate/senators/homepages/index.asp?sort=party. Click on “Issues”.  Click on “Military Superannuation Indexation”. Look at the right column – see the heading “The Politics” and click on “Marginal Seats”.)
· THIS IS URGENT and your involvement is critical.

Tasks:

1. As with OPERATION “LETTER RAID” we encourage everyone to send either an email (or several emails) or a short, pithy letter (but not rude) to their local ALP member and Senator.
2. Those who reside in an electorate not held by an ALP member are encouraged to email, or write to, the Prime Minister.

Draft Letters

· Draft letters are attached but please feel free to do it your way – THE IMPORTANT THING IS TO DO IT!!!

· These letters can be either sent as an email BUT DO NOT SEND THEM AS AN ATTACHMENT as politicians do not open attachments.

· No need to post your letters by registered mail.

Co-ordinating Instructions:

Timings: 
1. 
THIS IS URGENT.

2.
LETTERS MUST BE POSTED BY THIS WEDNESDAY, 1 February 2012.

3.
Emails can be sent at any time up to and including Friday, 3 February 2012.

Email/Postal Addresses:

· Email and postal addresses for all ALP politicians and all Senators can be found at these websites:
· House of Representatives:  http://www.aph.gov.au/house/members/mi-party.asp
· Senate:
  http://www.aph.gov.au/Senate/senators/homepages/index.asp?sort=party
· Postal Addresses can be found by just clicking on to the designated Member/Senator.

· It is strongly suggested that you send two copies of your letters:

1. One to his/her Electoral Office, and

2. One addressed to:

a. Members Name

b. Member for (insert Electorate)

c. House of Representatives

d. Parliament House

e. CANBERRA   ACT   2600

For those who may be concerned that letters may not arrive at either the Electorate Office or at Parliament House by this Friday, 3 February, I suggest that you send them PRIORITY PAID

CONCLUSION

1. Yes, I know that I have left out “ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS”!!!

2. WE NEED YOUR URGENT AND ONGOING INVOLVEMENT.

3. WE NEED VOLUME, HUNDREDS/THOUSANDS of emails and LETTERS TO REACH THE ALP MEMBERS/SENATORS BYU THIS FRIDAY.

4. THIS IS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO SHOW THE GOVERNMENT THAT WE ARE STILL HERE, WE ARE UNITED AND WE WILL NOT GO AWAY.

DRAFT LETTERS FOLLOW (ALSO USE WITHIN THE BODY OF YOUR EMAILS BUT NOT AS AN ATTACMENT).

OVER TO YOU.

MAKE YOUR VOICE AND YOUR POSITION HEARD

(APOLOGIES FOR THIS VERY LATE NOTICE – BUT YOU CAN STILL MEET THE DEADLINES IF YOU ARE REALLY COMMITED TO GETTING “A FAIR GO”.

Neil Weekes

Attachments:

1. Draft Letter to ALP Member of the House of Representatives/Senate

2. Draft Letter to the Prime Minister (for those who do not have a sitting ALP Member in their Electorate

DRAFT LETTER/EMAIL TO ALP MEMBER/SENATOR
(Two letters:  one to the Electoral Office and one to Parliament House)
Your full postal address










Your telephone Number










Your Email address










Date:

Name of ALP Member/Senator (Remember, if they have been or are a Minister, it should be:

“The Honourable Wayne Swan, MP” or if a Senator is or has been a Minister, it should be:

Senator, The Honourable Penny Wong”

Dear Mr/Ms

I understand that your Leader, our Prime Minister, has called an urgent meeting of Caucus, including all the backbenchers, on Sunday, 5th February 2012, to discuss the most pressing issues facing your Government.

You should be aware that there are over 63,000 recipients of the Defence Force Retirement and Death Benefits (DFRDB) superannuation “pension” who continue to have their military superannuation pension indexed against the Consumer Price Index (CPI) even though our old aged pensioners (who made no contributions to their pension) have their pension indexed against whichever is the greater of the CPI, or 27.5% of the Male Total Average Weekly Earnings (MTAWE) or the Pensioner and Beneficiary Coast of Living Index (PBCLI).

Why does your Government continue to discriminate against those members of the Australian Defence Force who have served our Nation for 20 years or more, often in harm’s way?

All we want is a FAIR GO – to have our military superannuation pension indexed exactly the same way as the Nation’s old aged pensioners!!

Why did your Government decide at very late notice not to pass on the 2.7% increase to the Disability Pension to all our Military Disabled Pensioners?

Why does your Government discriminate against us?  Why do we continue to pay tax even after we turn 60 years old?

There are 63,000 DFRDB recipients and 125,000 Defence disabled pensioners.  Add to these numbers their families and their friends and you will readily acknowledge that we represent over 1,000,000 voters.

Rest assured we will make our votes count at the next election if these matters are not addressed by your Government, especially in those marginal seats held by ALP members.

We strongly advise you to raise our concerns at your ALP meeting on this Sunday, 5 February 2012.  
DRAFT LETTER TO THE PRIME MINISTER
The Honourable Julia Gillard, MP

Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of Australia

Parliament House

CANBERRA   ACT   2600

Dear Prime Minister,

I understand that you have called an urgent meeting of the ALP Caucus, plus all the ALP backbenchers, to attend a meeting on this Sunday, 5th February 2012, to discuss the most pressing issues facing your Government.

Prime Minister, I am aware that you are aware that there are over 63,000 recipients of the Defence Force Retirement and Death Benefits (DFRDB) superannuation “pension” who continue to have their military superannuation pension indexed against the Consumer Price Index (CPI) even though our old aged pensioners (who made no contributions to their pension) have their pension indexed against whichever is the greater of the CPI, or 27.5% of the Male Total Average Weekly Earnings (MTAWE) or the Pensioner and Beneficiary Coast of Living Index (PBCLI).

Why does your Government continue to discriminate against those members of the Australian Defence Force who have served our Nation for 20 years or more, often in harm’s way?  All we want is a FAIR GO – to have our military superannuation pension indexed exactly the same way as the Nation’s old aged pensioners!!  Is that asking for too much?
Why did your Government decide at very late notice not to pass on the 2.7% increase to the Disability Pension to all our Military Disabled Pensioners in 2009?

Why does your Government discriminate against us?  Why do we continue to pay tax even after we turn 60 years old?

There are 63,000 DFRDB recipients and 125,000 Defence disabled pensioners.  Add to these numbers their families and their friends and you will readily acknowledge that we represent over 1,000,000 voters.

Prior to the last election, your Government made a commitment to fix the DFRDB indexation issue.  Instead you commissioned yet another review.  Even some of your own ALP members have admitted that the Matthews Review was flawed.  Within days of the release of that review, your Government introduced the PBCLI for our Old Aged Pensioners because you acknowledged that the CPI was not maintaining parity with the real increases to the cost of living.  Why was the PBCLI not applied to the Military superannuants, as recommended by The Honourable Dr Kelly, MP, Senator Kate Lundy, Ms Ellis, MP and Mr Bob McMullan, MP?

You have broken your promise to the Nation regarding the carbon tax.  You have broken your commitment to Mr Wilkie.  You have broken your commitment to the men and women who served this great Nation for over 20 years.

This is a National disgrace and it is time that this terrible injustice was righted!! 
Rest assured we will make our votes count at the next election if these matters are not addressed by your Government, especially in those marginal seats held by ALP members.

We strongly advise you to raise our concerns at your ALP meeting on this Sunday, 5 February 2012.  
